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WARRENSBURG, NY, March 30 – What if a baseball player wanted to be a writer, but
wasn’t sure whether he could succeed after experiencing failure in his career? What if
he were actually a writer wanting to be a pitcher instead? M Thomas Apple’s debut
Approaching Twi-Night is a story of friendship and family, failure and redemption.
“…masterfully written, and the story line is first-rate.” — Readers’ Favorite
“Apple…writes beautifully....” — IndieReader
"…literary fiction at its best." — Self-Publishing Review
"An overall solid effort...worth sticking around for the last pitch." — Kirkus Reviews

Available now at Amazon, Barnes & Noble, Alibris, and Abe Books.
For more details, please visit the author’s web page at http://mthomasapple.com.
For interview and review copy requests, please contact the author at mapple@fc.ritsumei.ac.jp.
###

About the Author

Originally from Troy, New York, M. Thomas Apple spent part of his childhood in the
hamlet of Berne, in the Helderberg escarpment, and his teenage years in the village of
Warrensburg, in the Adirondack Mountains. He studied languages and literature as an
undergraduate student at Bard College, creative writing in the University of Notre Dame
Creative Writing MFA Program, and language education in a Temple University
interdisciplinary doctoral program. He now teaches global issues and English as a second
language at Ritsumeikan University in Kyoto, Japan.
Approaching Twi-Night is his first novel. A non-fiction book of essays about parenting and
childcare (Taking Leave: An American on Paternity Leave in Japan, Perceptia Press), is
scheduled for publication in late 2015, followed by a collection of short fiction and poetry (Notes
from the Nineties) in early 2016. The lead editor of the bestselling Language Learning
Motivation in Japan (Multilingual Matters, 2013), he is currently co-editing a non-fiction
educational research book, writing a science fiction novel, and outlining a baseball story set in
the Japanese corporate leagues.

Sample author interview questions

1.

What is the title and genre of your book?

The title of my novel is Approaching Twi-Night. On the surface, it could be described as a
“baseball novel,” but it’s really a book about family relations and coming to terms with growing
old. So in that sense it’s very much general fiction.

2.

Briefly describe the story in 30 or so words.

The main character is Jonathan “Ditch” Klein, who is a career minor leaguer sent back to play in
a low-level league in his hometown. He’s wondering whether he should quit or not, and
wondering how he can comes to grips with his sense of personal failure while satisfying his
desire for recognition and reconciliation with his family and with his past.
Sorry, that was about 60 words.

3.

How did you come up with the title of the book?

“Twi-night” refers to a once-common practice of playing two baseball games back-to-back
starting in the late afternoon. The first game would often last just until twilight had started, and
then the second game would begin at night. For the main character, this also refers to his
reaching the twilight of his baseball career.

4.

What influenced your writing?

I’ve read widely in many different genres, but the direct influences for this book are books about
life in the minor leagues. “Heart of the Game” by S L Price is a recent favorite. Modern-day
classic, I would even call it. As an undergraduate at Bard College [Annandale, NY], I was
introduced to Sherwood Anderson’s Winesburg, Ohio, so I’m sure it influenced my writing.

5.

What other books are similar to your book?

One reviewer online favorably compared the book to Underworld and The Art of Fielding, but
probably Men on Spikes (Eliot Asinof) has the most similar theme, though my book doesn’t take
the main character literally through his entire minor league career.

6.

What makes your book unique?

I think the dual-narrative structure stands out as definitely unique. The “baseball” chapters refer
to the main character using his nickname (“Ditch”) and focus on the interaction and development
of the baseball players during the short season. The “literary” chapters always refer to the main
character as “John” and explore his relationship with family, friends, and, in a sense, himself as
he learns how to approach the end of his baseball career. The last chapter implies that the
character “Ditch” may actually be a creation of “John,” who is either a pitcher who became a
writer, or a writer who always wanted to be a pitcher.

7.

Do you have any unique skills or talents?

I used to play high school baseball, and was also active in band (tuba and trombone) up to my
undergrad years. But since moving to Japan in 1999 I’ve taken up martial arts. A few years ago I
received my 4th degree black belt in Shorinji Kempo, and I’m training up for the 5th degree test in
a year or so. I’ve also learned to do some fairly complicated statistical analysis in the course of
my graduate studies, which is no doubt related to my long-standing obsession with baseball stats.

8.

What can we expect from you in the future?

My work keeps me busy with both teaching and research, but fictionwise I’ve been working on a
science fiction novel, set of novels, really, which has begun to take shape the past couple months.
I’m also outlining and starting to do some research on another baseball-oriented novel set in
Japan, in the “corporate leagues,” which are amateur teams owned and run by Japanese
companies.

9.

Anything else you’d like to add?

I approach fiction-writing the same way I approach non-fiction writing; with (I hope) an
attention to details, so that the reader can recreate an accurate representation of the scene in his
or her head. But I also want to make sure in my fiction that the characters are never one-sided,
and that they have a chance to develop and change as people.

